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Volume 17, Issue 5, May 1, 2017 

For more Club information visit the club website – www.TYP356ne.org 

Official Newsletter of  

This issue’s Featured 356 is Rich MacKoul’s meticulously restored 55 Speedster  

Pictured above at last year’s Club Day event. Full story on page 9 
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Presidents Message 
It seems the year is off to a great start for our 

little club. In March, Dennis worked with Accu-
rate Automotive to host a very well attended 
tech session highlighting their detailing and 
paint preservation services. In April, Allen lead 
12 members on a drive, through the back roads 
of Medfield, Dover, Sherborn and Mills, followed 
by lunch at the Heritage Restaurant.  
 

Now that spring has sprung for real, many of our 
members are bringing their cars out of winter 
hibernation and getting them back on the road 
for the season. While I’m sure everyone’s cars 
were running wonderfully at the end of the sea-
son, let’s all be sure to take a little extra time to 
give them a once over before hitting the road to 
ensure that all systems are in good working or-
der ensuring a safe reliable season. If you aren’t 
sure what to check, reach out to a fellow club 
member for some advice or email a question to 
the membership. Or, if you want to have your 
car gone through professionally, take a look at 
our list of sponsors. They are very capable and 
willing to help. If you aren’t sure who might be 
the best fit for your cars particular needs, email 
a member of the board. We can all offer guidance 
based on our personal experience and/or recom-
mendations based on what we have heard from 
other members. 
 

Looking forward at the calendar, I see that we 
have a tech session at ACS racing coming up Sat-
urday, May 13th. Keep an eye on your email for 
the invitation to the that event; it should be out 
shortly. It would be great to have a loafers lunch 
in May, possibly north of Boston. If you have at-
tended one, you know they tend to be very low 
key events, usually a nice scenic drive followed 
by lunch.  If you would like to volunteer to host 
one, please reach out to Allen; he can help get 
you on the calendar and show you how to pro-
mote the event. 
 

On a final note, your club needs your help. This 
is a club made up of volunteers; all events are 
planned, coordinated and hosted by volunteers. 
Without people willing to step up and run events 
there will be no club or activities. I have heard 
several people voice opinions that they want 
more drives or outings as well as tech sessions. 
Their expectation is that someone will magically 
serve these up but that’s not how it works. We 
need everyone in the club to consider taking a 
little responsibility and volunteering a little time 
to plan a drive or an interesting day trip or per-
haps a visit to a local vendor in your area. Ex-
pecting the people who have been volunteering 
for years to keep these things going, as well as 
fresh and interesting, is unrealistic.  If you want 
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this to continue to be a great club, please reach out to 
me or another board member and let us help you get 
engaged in keeping this club rolling.   

Also, feel free to join us at a board meeting. Come lis-
ten to what issues the club is facing and how we in-
tend to work through them. You may find that you 
would like to help the club by joining the board and 
guiding the club directly as a member of the board.  
One of the many opportunities we have open at this 
time is event promoter. We are simply looking for 
someone to bang the gong and remind folks that we 
have an upcoming event and to get signed up before 
the last minute.   

Hope to see you all on the road soon at an upcoming 
event, perhaps it will be one that you planned.    Peter 
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2017 Calendar of Events 
The following is a list of events of interest to members.  

TYP356ne Club organized events are highlighted in Blue.  
For more details and the most up to date information go to the club website  - www.typ356ne.org 

 
  

MAY 
 

 Saturday, May 6th—               PCA Zone 1 Concours  
                                         Prowse Farm, 5 Blue Hill River Rd, Canton MA.   

 

 Monday, May 8th, 6pm – 7pm - TYP356ne Monthly Board Meeting 
  The board meetings are held at the following location (see the club website for more information): 

 

NewBridge on the Charles, Hebrew Senior Life 
2nd Floor Activity Room 

Gloria Adelson Field Health Center  
7000 Great Meadow Road Dedham, MA  02026 

 

 

Welcome New Member 
 Donald and Linda Kay, Sharon MA., own a 1960 356B 1600 Super.  

We are the 4th owners and have owned the car since buying it in SC in 
1970.  The car was originally purchased in Germany by a US Service-
man who brought it back to the states.  We have a lot of the original 
paperwork.  The car was a daily driver for about 10 years.  It has been 
garaged for a lot of years and we are in the process of getting it back 
on the road. I have included a photo of the car.  We hope to be able to 
participate in some of the events here in NE in the near future.  
             Best regards, Don and Linda Kay 

What’s in this issue?  

 Calendar of Events—page 3, 4, 5 

 ACS Racing Tech Session- page 6   

 SE Connecticut Mini Tour —page 7 

 Allen Sisson’s Loafer’s Lunch—page 8 

 Tribute to “Shoe” - page 8 

 Featured Member—Michael Silverman– page 9 

 Featured 356—Mackoul’s Speedster– pg 11 

 We can Save Them All - page 12 

 TubTech– Optima Batteries—page 13 

 Featured Sponsor - Stuttgart NE—page 14 

 Classified—page 14 

 Club Items Available—page 15 

 Club Sponsors—page 16 
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 Saturday, May 13th-  10:00 am— ACS Racing Tech Session  
                                                            74 Industrial Way, Hanover, Ma.  

ACS Racing has been run by Scott Stevens and Al Spinoza for just over 25 years. They are principally 
tuners, specializing in carburetion for cars and motorcycles. ACS tunes a car, on their dyno, while us-
ing an exhaust gas analyzer. A catered sandwich lunch will be provided by ACS.  
                                                         See page 6 for full details. 
 

  

JUNE 
 

 Sunday, June 4th, 10:00 am—12:30 pm— Allen Sisson’s Loafer’s Lunch 2       
                              A rerun of the April 20th event- Starting at Allen’s house on 11 Spruce Way in                   
                       Medfield,  MA. and ending at the Heritage of Sherborn in Sherborn MA.  See page 8 
 

 Monday, June 5th, 6pm – 7pm - TYP356ne Monthly Board Meeting 
The board meetings are held at the following location (see the club website for more information): 

 

NewBridge on the Charles, Hebrew Senior Life 
2nd Floor Activity Room 

Gloria Adelson Field Health Center  
7000 Great Meadow Road Dedham, MA  02026 

  

 Saturday, June 10th, Randolph Racing Shop Tour 
                             68 Cushing Street, Stoughton, MA. More details will follow in future issues. 
 

 Saturday, June 18th, -  German Car Day at Larz Anderson Park 
                                     Larz Anderson Auto Museum, 15 Newton Street, Brookline, MA. 
                                     For more details go to— http:/larzanderson.org 
 
 

 June 22nd, 23rd, and 24th—Thompson Speedway’s Vintage Motorsports Weekend + 
                                     205 East Thompson Road, Thompson CT.  
      Go to—http://www.thompsonspeedway.com/events/4th-annual-vintage-motorsports-festival 
 
 

 Sunday, June 25th,  -  The Sisson/Grace Annual BBQ 
                                       11 Spruce Way, Medfield, MA. Full details to follow in future issues. 

 

JULY 
 

 Monday, July 3rd, 6pm – 7pm - TYP356ne Monthly Board Meeting 
        The board meetings are held at the following location (see the club website for more information): 

 

NewBridge on the Charles, Hebrew Senior Life 
2nd Floor Activity Room 

Gloria Adelson Field Health Center  
7000 Great Meadow Road Dedham, MA  02026 

 
 

  Sunday, July 9th.— Endicott Estate Concours 
                                              656 East Street, Dedham, MA.  

 

 Thursday, July 13th, 10am  - Mini-tour and Loafer’s Lunch Southeast Connecticut 
 Take a trip to Provence without flying to France!  Starting at the Griswold Inn in Essex CT., we will 

drive an hour and have lunch at the stunning Lavender Pond farm (and gift shop) in Southeast Con-

necticut. After lunch we will have a spirited drive over some great 356 roads to the Chamard Winery in 

Clinton, CT, for wine tasting and hors d’oeurves.  See page 7 for full details.  
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 Saturday, July 15th,  - Rick’s Custom Fabrication Shop Tour  
                               37 North Central Street, East Bridgewater. More details in future issues. 

 

 Thursday, July 20th, 10am – 2pm  - July Loafer’s Lunch on the Southeast Coast 
 Hosted by Tom Coughlin, this LL will start from the Partners Country Store, 865 Main Road, Westport, 
MA. and end at the Acoaxet club, Westport Harbor, for lunch. See the club website for more details. 
 

 

  Saturday, July 22nd,  -  Misselwood Concours 

                                        376 Hale Street, Beverly, MA.  

                                 For more info got to  - http://www.endicott.edu/Concours.aspx 

 

AUGUST 
 

 Monday, August 7th, 6pm – 7pm - TYP356ne Monthly Board Meeting 
      The board meeting will held at the following location (see the club website for more information): 

 

NewBridge on the Charles, Hebrew Senior Life 
2nd Floor Activity Room 

Gloria Adelson Field Health Center  
7000 Great Meadow Road Dedham, MA  02026 

             
 

 Wednesday, August 9th, - The Dearborn’s Lobster Lovers Loafer’s Lunch 

                                           Full details will be in a future issue. 

 

 Saturday, August 19th—Rich MacKoul’s  - “A TALE OF 3 SPEEDSTERS”  
      At MacKoul’s Cars-  220 Worcester Street, North Grafton, MA. Full details will be in a future issue. 

 

 Sunday, August 27th—Founder’s Day 2017 

                         Nykiel’s 294 Palisades Circle, Stoughton, MA. Full details will be in a future issue.  

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 September, 1st to 5th—    Lime Rock Historics 
                                          60 White Hollow Road, Lakeville, CT 
                                    For more info go to  -  http://limerockhistorics.com 
 

 Saturday, September 2nd,  - The Annual Unobtanium Open House 
                        14 W Shore Street, Ravena, NY. Full details will be in a future issue. 
 
 

 Monday, September 4th, 6pm – 7pm - TYP356ne Monthly Board Meeting 
       The board meetings are held at the following location (see the club website for more information): 

 

NewBridge on the Charles, Hebrew Senior Life 
2nd Floor Activity Room 

Gloria Adelson Field Health Center  
7000 Great Meadow Road Dedham, MA  02026 

 

 Sunday September 17th.—3rd Annual TYP356ne Club Day 

                         Lake Pearl, 299 Creek Street, Wrentham MA.  Full details will be in a future issue. 
 

 Saturday, September 23rd—Cruse to Wright’s Chicken Farm 
                         84 Inman Road, Harrisville, RI.  Full details will be in a future issue. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Flimerockhistorics.com&sa=D&ust=1485558042847000&usg=AFQjCNGd4maR1deNpSDtmYxGzDE4NBGQeg
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Upcoming Events 

Saturday, May 13th - ACS Racing Tech Session 
 

10am – 1pm 
74 Industrial Way, Hanover, MA. 

 

ACS Racing has been run by Scott Stevens and Al Spinoza for just over 25 years. They are principally 
tuners, specializing in carburetion for cars and motorcycles.  
 

In all of the 356 Tech sessions that I have attended over the years, I haven't been to any utilizing a dyno. 

ACS tunes a car, on their dyno, while using an exhaust gas 

analyzer. This makes a world of difference in the result ver-

sus the usual "tune up" which consists of an oil change, 

points and plugs and the typical assurance from the shop 

that " it runs great now". I think that a large number of the 

356ne members would find this approach to tuning their 

cars very interesting and rewarding in terms of perfor-

mance.  

Ron Swenson has agreed to put his 912 on the dyno so that 

the members can see, on 

the printed out graph, 

exactly how different 

changes in carb adjustment and timing affect the power/torque out-

put of our 4 cylinder motors. A catered sandwich lunch will be provid-

ed free by ACS.  

I would welcome any questions or comments that you may have.  

My phone is 781-749- 4129.  Jim O'Hare  

Check this out!! This is what we will all be driving when we’re really old!!!!!  
Better buy one now and put it in a barn. Then, in 10 years, Seinfeld will buy it for $100K!!!! 



7  

  
July 13th Mini-tour and Loafer’s Lunch for Locals (LLL) Southeast Connecticut 

Note date change from 18 May:  As it turns out, lavender does not bloom until late June, so we moved 

the Mini-Tour/LL drive date to July 13th.  
 

Take a trip to Provence without flying to France!  Starting at the Griswold Inn in Essex CT., enjoy a spirit-

ed drive over some great 356 roads to visit the Lavender Pond Farm. There, we will enjoy a treatise over 

a bag lunch on the wonders of lavender. Follow that with a short drive to the picturesque Chamard Win-

ery vineyard where we will park our little cars around a pretty pond to admire them while tasting wine 

and enjoying some light hors d’oeuvers. Close the day or follow the crowd back to the Griswold along 

some scenic Connecticut Shoreline roads for an “order off the menu” club banquette at The Gris on 

Thursday evening at 6:00pm. TYP356ne members only for this Mini-tour/LL! No exceptions. 

                                                          Check out the following websites: 
 

https://www.lavenderpondfarm.com/,  https://chamard.com/,  http://griswoldinn.com/ 
 

Overnight accommodations at the Griswold Inn in Essex are recommended for those driving from afar, 
see hotel info below. Like the Essex Mini-tour of two years ago, we will hold some rooms available the 
nights before and after the tour at the Griswold Inn in Essex, the start point of the drive. An optional ban-
quette is planned at The Gris after the tour, at 6pm, that is open to all.  
 

Local TYP356ne members are welcome to join just for the Thursday drive, a-la Loafer’s Lunch, but are 
required to commit in advance to cover the cost of the bag lunch, wine tasting and hors d’oeuvers, see 
details below.    
 

Hotel information: Griswold Inn, Essex, CT: 

 6-10 rooms will be held for club members the nights of July 12th and 13th. 

 Room rates are $150 per night, plus taxes. This is an off-season rate that will be held until July 1.   
Rate includes a continental breakfast. Most rooms will have a view of the 356-reserved parking area. 
Book rooms on your own at: 860-767-1776. Request the TYP356ne Porsche Club event rate. 

Drive Day Schedule, July 13th:  

 10:30am: Driver’s meeting at the Griswold Inn, 36 Main Street, Essex CT 06426. 

 11:00am: Depart from the Griswold Inn. 

 Noon: Arrive at the Lavender Pond Farm. Enjoy our bag lunch and 40-minute tour. 

 1:15pm or so: Depart Lavender Pond Farm. 

 1:45pm or so: Arrive Chamard Winery in Clinton, CT. Park around a scenic pond. 

Venue: Open barn facing pond. Wine tasting with simple hors d’oeuvers. Stay approximately 2 hours. 

 3:45pm: Break up or for those returning to Griswold, a short, scenic drive along the Connecticut 
Shoreline in Westbrook and Old Saybrook.  

 6:00pm:  Optional banquette at Griswold.  Order off menu.  

                                                                       Event Day Cost: 

The cost for the bag lunch at Lavender Pond Farm and wine tasting/hors d’oeuvers at Chamard Winery is 
$40.50 per person. Required for all tour participants. Make check payable to Greg Lane and advise lunch 
preference: Turkey, Roast Beef or Vegetarian sandwich. Send check to Greg Lane, 13 Bradley Road,  Madi-
son, CT 06443. The TYP356ne club will fund the Lavender farm tour and the barn facility at Chamard 
Winery. Thank you to the board. 

Participant registration cut-off date: July 1st, so lunches and facilities can be pre-ordered.  

PLEASE ADVISE Greg Lane if ATTENDING BANQUETTE.  

                        Questions? Contact Greg Lane at 203-24-0240 or GKAMLane@comcast.net 

                       Hope to see you there!  Greg and Anna Marie Lane/Craig and Amy Bush 

  

  

https://www.lavenderpondfarm.com/
https://chamard.com/
mailto:GKAMLane@comcast.net
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Thursday April 20th, Allen Sisson Loafer’s Lunch 
 

The Club Driving Season Started with a Loafer’s  Lunch in Medfield, Massachusetts on Thursday,      
April 20, 2017. 

 

On a cloudy, cool, and calm day, 12 members in 8 cars met at Allen Sisson’s home in Medfield, Massa-
chusetts at 10 AM for coffee, followed by the 
first spirted club drive of the season along 
winding back roads through Medfield, Dover, 
Sherborn and Millis.  The weather was warm 
enough for top down 356 driving.  This end-
ed with a very good lunch at the Heritage 
Restaurant and Country Inn in Sherborn.  
Everyone had a great time.  Norm Brust de-
scribed it this way the next day: 
 

Thanks for an excellent event on Thursday – 
spirited drive over delightful roads – deli-
cious meal – congenial friends. It doesn’t get 
much better than that. Thanks again, Norm 
Brust, '63 Super Cab. 
 

If you missed this event, this same drive will 
be held again on Sunday, June 4, 2017 start-
ing at 10 AM at Allen Sisson’s home 11 
Spruce Way, Medfield, MA  02052. 
 

Email Allen Sisson at:  dkwf5700@gmail.com 
it you want to join in the fun.  
 

Allen  

Recent Event- 

Some of the clip art cartoons you 
see in TubTimes, like the one on 
the left, was drawn by an artist 
named Howard “Shoe” Shoemaker.  
He was passionate about Porsches 
and drove them for years. His art-
work reflects his passion and he 
gave it freely to the various Por-
sche clubs so that we all could en-
joy it along with our cars.  
 He passed away in January, as re-
ported in the March/April issue of 
the 356 Registry Newsletter.   
Thanks, Shoe, for all the smiles 
your artwork has generated. 
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It all started with an Austin Healey. I needed a 

new car because my ’63 Corvette had been rear-
ended and totaled. So much for plastic cars. 
 

The back-story is that the Corvette was my ride 
after my return from Vietnam as a Marine Corps 
Amphibian Tank Commander. Powered by 1745 
cubic inch Allison V-12’s, “Amtracs” were used to 
transport and support “grunts” into the field. My 
tour also included time as a squad leader in a rifle 
company, but that’s another story. 
  

After my Corvette adven-
ture, I answered an ad in 
the NY Times for a Colora-
do Red ’64 Austin Healey 
3000. The owner had a 
new 1968 Porsche 911 on 
order and since he only 
had one garage space in 
Manhattan and the Por-
sche was soon to be deliv-
ered, he had to sell soon. 
$1600 later, I was on my 
way to owning my first 
imported sports car. 
 

In my New York City 
neighborhood where I 

grew up, muscle cars and hot rods dominated, so 
this was a departure from the norm. 
 

Back in 1964 I had the pleasure to work at the 
New York World’s Fair at the Rheingold Beer Pavil-
ion. Needless to say, I worked overtime every 
chance that I got and, by summer’s end, I had 
enough money to buy a new Midnight Blue Ponti-
ac Tempest coupe with a 326 V-8 and “three on 
the tree”. The car was $2,250 and it satisfied my 
muscle car itch. 
 

The Tempest was my ride from New York To Bos-
ton University where I first encountered British 
and German sports cars. I guess the Corvette 
made me a slow learner, but the aforementioned 
accident helped to shift my focus to proper sports 
cars. 
 

The Healey served me ably noting that I equipped 
it with studded snow tires and a ski rack. 
 

Two years later, and now married to Louise, it was 
time for the Healey to go. 
 

Louise and I moved to Little Compton, Rhode Is-
land in 1972 where we raised our two daughters. 
Early in my career, I partnered in a Providence-
based advertising agency where we specialized in 
yachting-related accounts and in the mid-eighties I 
went to work for Ted Hood, the noted sail maker 

and yacht design-
er, as director of 
sales and market-
ing for his custom 
boat building divi-
sion. During that 
time, I met many 
old car guys and I 
even stored and 
exercised a beauti-
ful 1932 Lagonda 
Low Chassis Tour-
er for one of my 
clients. 
 

In 2000, an invest-
ment group who 
had purchased 
Hinckley Yachts acquired The Ted Hood Company 
and Little Harbor Custom Yachts and I became a 
senior sales director for Hinckley; a position that I 
held until I retired four years ago. 
 

Getting back to cars, wagons, and sedans were the 
ride of the day until finally I had an opportunity to 
get into sports cars again.  
 

In 1986, I purchased a ’61 Super Cabriolet, that I 
owned for two years, followed by a magnificent 
Fjord Green Super Cab (with hard top) that I pur-
chased for the princely sum of $13,500. 
 

Soon school tuition for my two daughters forced 
me to sell my prized Cab and I purchased a one 
owner 1955 Healey 100 that I restored over a two-
year period with some able help from several Hea-
ley Club members. 

 

Over 23 years of ownership Louise and I entered 
and won several major concours while driving it to 

Featured Member– Michael Silverman 

Louise and the Healey 
3000 in 1970 

Louise and Mike in Sherburne VT in 2005 
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every event from Vermont to Pennsylvania. 
Perhaps the most prestigious was a Circle of 
Excellence award at the Lime Rock Vintage Fall 
Festival. We drove to Lime Rock from Rhode 
Island that morning, won our award and drove 
home that night. I will argue with anyone that 
the Lucas “prince of darkness” reputation is 
overblown. 
 

When garage space (and finances) offered the 
opportunity for a second sports car, in 1995 I 
purchased a red ’64 SC Sunroof Coupe. It was a 
great car but I was still a Healey guy so it went 
to Peter Nichols who, after 20 years of enjoy-
ment, still owns the car today. 
 

In 2001, the Porsche itch finally struck again. I 
realized just what a versatile sports car the 356 
is and it was time to get serious! 
 

Louise and I focused on Slate Gray with a Red 

interior as the perfect color 
combination. 
 

Fellow TYP356NE members 
will remember that I pur-
chased and sold two Slate 
Gray C Coupes before find-
ing my current car in 2004. 
Yes, I am a bit fussy but my 
persistence and finicky na-
ture paid off. 
  

219192 was owned for over 
34 years by a fussy Santa 
Barbara, CA enthusiast who 
enjoyed the car as a week-end driver. He claimed no 
accidents as proven by a photo documented bare 
metal repaint followed by engine refresh by a noted 
356 expert plus a re-upholstery job in-house at Au-
tos international. All sheet metal, except the battery 
box, is original and not only are all tools, jack and 
manuals present, but my California Black Plate 
Coupe even has its original spare tire, a Dunlop 
5.60x15 still mounted on its original chrome wheel 
(per 219192’s Certificate of Authenticity). 
 

Now retired and living in Westport Harbor, MA, I am 
involved with our local yacht club as well as some 
business-related groups that seems to fill most of 
my time. 
 

Our C Coupe is a pleasure to drive and it is enjoyed 
locally whenever there is no salt on the road. 
 

Although a busy schedule has prevented me from 
attending many events, I have made it to Rainer’s 
Octoberfest. We participated in the 2012 East Coast 
Holiday and Louise and I have hosted a Loafer’s 
Lunch, and breakfast in Westport, MA. 
 
Michael  
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We bought 80419, a 1955 Speedster, in 1974, and then stored it in our barn for 26 years. I was always 

waiting to have the time to restore the car to my crazy standards.  An 8 year rotisserie restoration start-
ed but had many interruptions to 
do customer work. Building a home-
made rotisserie made it much easi-
er to weld panels by turning the car 
to perfect positions. 

Finally, in late 2007, we got serious 
and started devoting more time to 

get the car done. The car had the usual 
rust and body damage from racing. To my 
surprise the car had matching numbers on 
body panels, engine, and transmission. I was 
a fanatic on getting perfect body panel gaps. 
We leaded all the body gaps and filed the 
lead to get good gaps just like the factory 
did. I assumed that everybody leaded and 
filed the jambs. I was wrong. The car was 

painted with Glasurit single stage enamel, 
just like the car was originally painted at 
the factory. Most restoration projects get 
painted with base coat/clear coat. I re-
fused to do base coat/clear coat. There are still small details to do, but 
not important to us.  

The first show for the car was the 2008, East Coast Holiday in Lancaster, 
PA. We drove to Jay Peak, Vermont to the PCA Parade last summer. Our 
car has always had a big smile on its face, right from the beginning. 
These cars were 

made to be driven as evidenced by the number of 
people that come to our events.  Rich 

Featured 356—Rich Mackoul’s 1955 Speedster 

Left-  the Kardex 
for 80419 
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013 Coming together! 

While I wouldn’t go 

so far as to say we’re 
over the hump it’s 
great to see metal be-
ing added as opposed 
to removed. The 
front suspension 
tubes are cleaned up 

and straight, there’s 18 inches of new floor pan 
forward instead of lasagna, the front pedal sec-
tion is in place and the inner fenders are jigged 
up. 
 

I can comfortably say that I’m very happy I didn’t 
even consider performing any of this process 

myself. 
Even with 
the sche-
matics and 
measuring 
again and 
again, the 
time spent 
judging 
how far 
forward to 
go and 
how mi-

nuscule a shift in position before tacking a part 
on, it’s still experience that dictates every move. 
It’s this formidable judgment process that has 
driven home just how handmade these cars are. 
 

While at the shop a few weeks ago, Rick men-
tioned that one of the things that was driving him 
crazy was the fact that although the shell was 
well within spec and both the doors showing rea-
sonable gaps when mounted, the driver’s door 
required no shims yet the passenger door re-
quired whatever 
amount the line 
had on hand the 
day it was fitted. 
Pretty glad that I 
dropped in that 
day. I know there 
were many inter-
nal queries as to 
how he got to that 
point and why the 
numbers checked 
out yet still didn’t satisfy. One can only guess 
how many times he ran that thru his head the 
previous week and I’m sure it was more than 
once he walked away in frustration to look at 
something else. Upon arriving home that after-
noon, I immediately pulled out the photo files of 

We Can Save Them All !!! 

my teardown, and yes there it 
was, the total allotment of 
shims for that day sometime in 
the fall of 1956. An extra beer 
during lunch or a jig that re-
quired a bit too much patience 
and a fit that was usually better 
made in the am. Whatever the 
reason the hand built aspect of 
a 356 can easily send the most 
experienced talent to the fridge. 
Perhaps it’s as simple as the 
line worker wanting to pass 
along to the future craftsman 
the tradition of stopping for a 
beer.  
 

Running up to the shop has become a great break 
from normalcy. Spending a couple of hours there 
going thru the problems associated with balancing 
perfection with reality and applying the resulting 
decision to fitting metal that is almost always not 
exactly as it should be. I believe stumbling upon all 
the small details that change over a few years of 
assembly yet are not written in stone can only real-
ly be appreciated by someone who has seen the 
differences and had to adapt their methods. I am 
truly thankful for both Ricks experience and his 
other custom-
ers for bracket-
ing our car 
with one built 
just before 
ours and one 
coming off the 
line just after. 
Correctness is 
a lot more con-
vincing when 
the sheet metal 
is in front of 
you as opposed to the written word with no ac-
companying photo. 
 

In addition to Rick, I’d like thank others that have 
recently helped in some way to make this happen 
for us. Trevor for shaping panels long before oth-
ers came on scene to help us restore these small 
treasures. Tom Tate for answering my questions 
and providing a replacement hood; Adam Wright 
for the same (and door instead of a hood). Also Ed 
Tobolski for not only putting my words into print 
but donating a not so small pile of parts to our en-
deavor for the privilege of my providing beer so 
he can continue the tradition (thanks Ed, I shan’t 
forget). 
PJ Bernard 
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TubTech  
Recently Bob DiCorpo offered an Optima Battery maintainer for sale (see Classifies on page 14). 

Bob’s offer generated several emails from members asking Bob why he did not want the maintainer. A 
series of emails followed with some good information about the Optima Battery. Below is a summary of 

those emails. Draw your own conclusions about the Optima battery.  

John Schiavone: What is the relationship between using battery tender and Optima 

battery? My understanding is that a charger with extremely low amp output is bene-

ficial to both type batteries. Am I wrong to believe that? 

Craig Bush: I gave up on the Optima in our Speedster, two reasons: 

1. Poor fit, (Ed note– see Nick Orem’s article in the Aug 2015 issue of TubTimes, on 
how to fit an Optima into a Speedster.) 
2. When my starter was giving me fits, the mechanic said that they lacked enough 
amperage in some situations. We ended up replacing the starter and battery and all is well. Truth is he 
hated Optima's. 
 

Alex Dearborn: I discovered the expensive way that Battery Tenders are not compatible with Optimas.   

The Optima folks will admit that, but the BT folks do not. It is also not advisable to jump-start a car with 

an Optima (did that) or quick-charge one (did that) . It is also probable that a fully-discahrged Optima is 

dead forever (did that).  I was having issues with electrics in my 6V Roadster, and bought 2 Optimas in a 

row.   Then on a 2600-mile trip I had a failure.  I borrowed a used 6v old battery for the trip, and have 

been using ever since with no issues. I think the Optima would be OK if charged with a compatible unit, 

but after tossing 3 Optimas, I didn't have the curiosity to find out.  

Gordon Nichols: Here’s a good article from the Hot Rod Network on working with Optima batteries: 

http://www.hotrod.com/articles/hrdp-1009-how-to-charge-a-agm-battery/ 
I don’t know of anyone on my side of the Speedster tracks (over here in “Replica-ville”) who uses an Opti-
ma battery.  There are a lot of Odyssey batteries out there, especially the small-form-factor extreme cur-
rent versions that crank out lots of amps for the first 30 seconds, but we mostly use them to save space, 
as I did when I installed my gas heater where the original battery was.  Odyssey batteries are electrolyte 
batteries, so they act almost like traditional lead-acid batteries (especially charging characteristics).  They 
do, however, like to sit on a trickle charger (battery minder) when not used much.  Good practice for any 
battery in our cars.  
 

John Schiavone: Confirming what Gordon says, “They do, however, like to sit on a trickle charger 
(battery minder) when not used much.  Good practice for any battery in our cars.” 
Does anyone dispute putting less than 2 amps into these batteries to maintain them?   

Gordon Nichols: Well, mine works at something like 1.5 amps peak, and detects a battery float level and 
keeps the battery there.  I’ve used it on both a conventional (lead-acid) battery as well as on an Odyssey 
for years.  Here’s the Walmart link:https://www.walmart.com/ip/Schumacher-Automotive-SpeedCharge-
Battery-Maintainer-and-Charger/13005742#about-item 
It can be switched 6V or 12V.  If you get one, get the manually switched version as I’ve heard of issues 

with the automatic voltage switching versions.  

John Loftus:  I installed 3 Optima Red Top batteries last Fall.  One is in my daily driver with no garage, in 
Rye, NH. No problems on the coldest mornings. The other two:  One went into my Intermeccanica 356 
Roadster and the other in my Alfa Duetto Spyder.  Both of those cars have been stored since NOV.  I dis-
connected both.  I haven't taken those cars out of storage yet, but I will put a correct trickle charger on 
them, if needed, before driving.  Not all of the trickle chargers are meant to be used on Optima batter-
ies.........therein lies some of the problems.  Some of the newer trickle chargers have a program for Optima 
type batteries via a switch, and some don't.  
 

Steve Huntley: I have had 3 optimal in the past 12 years. The second one failed when new and was imme-

diately replaced by Auto Zone without question. I have been using the 3rd one for several years with no 

problems. I usually keep the battery in a warm cellar over winter and put it on a battery minder for 2 

hours in the spring before I put it in the car. It seems to work fine.   
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 Classified   
 

     For Sale 
 

I am selling a like new 6 volt Optima Battery maintainer. 
This is a Battery Minder that I used for 6 months to 

maintain my Optima battery. I’ve changed to a standard 
battery, which is why I’m selling this maintainer.  

It retails for $60, if you can find one.  
I would like $38.00 including shipping.  

Thanks, Bob DiCorpo,  bodee5@hotmail.com 

 
 

For Sale 

    

  New 356 license plate— made to look old—great in a man’s cave or 

on a car. $25.00 include shipping.  

        Contact  -  Garyr356@aol.com  

 

TYP356ne is not responsible for omissions, errors, misrepresentations, payments, etc relative to any classified advertisements.  Buy at you own risk!! Send all for sale and 

wanted items to Ed Tobolski at tobolsed@verizon.net. Items will be run once unless renewed  

Featured Sponsor–  
Stuttgart Northeast celebrates 40 years!! 

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of StuttgartNE, honesty and professionalism has 
been the key to my success. I value and respect my customers with the concerns they 
have for their automobiles.  
 

We have been servicing Porsche since 1977. We can manage your 356 concern... any 
Porsche model or year..... we’re your dealer alternative Porsche repair shop.  
    Jim Mallette              
                                  Email: stuttgartne@comcast.net 
                                     www.stuttgartnortheast.com 

        (877) 218-2195 

http://www.typ356ne.org/sponsors/index.htm
mailto:stuttgartne@comcast.net
http://www.stuttgartnortheast.com/
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Clothing- TYP356ne has an online store where you can order hats, polo 

shirts, canvas bags, and any other item that Land's End Business Outfitters 
carry in their inventory. The store address is: 
                                http://ces.landsend.com/TYP356ne  
 
You know it is our store because TYP356ne will appear in the upper left 
hand corner of the website. You can customize any of the items you pur-
chase with the black oval patch and/or the gold TYP356ne script. 
 
 
 

 
 

Name Tags - We have found a quality vendor that can make and 

ship you a personalized TYP356ne name badge. They are $8.50 each 
with the pin style attachment and $10.50 each with a magnetic attach-
ment, plus $3.95 postage. Note: the magnetic backing means you do not 
have to put pin holes in your TYP356ne polo shirt to wear your name 
badge.  
 
To order go to http://www.holmesstamp.com/category.aspx?

categoryid=207 and click on the TYP356ne name badge and it will take 

you through the process. Within a few days you will have your personalized TYP356ne name badge de-

livered right to your door. If you have any comments or questions contact Tom Gentz at 

tgentz@typ356ne.org. 

 

Club Grille Badge 
Club members can purchase the "Official Club Badge" for a cost of 

$35.00. It is a beautiful badge. Contact Peter Venuti at               

pvenuti@typ356ne.org for further information. 

  

 

Club Items Available 

For more Club information visit the club website – www.TYP356ne.org 

Life’s too Short to drive Boring Cars!!! 

mailto:pvenuti@typ356ne.org
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TYP356ne – Club Sponsors 

Meister Restorations 

Owners: Rainer Cooney and Jerry Dascoli 

Location: Rt. 28, North Barnstead, NH 

Shipping (UPS etc) Address:1414 Suncook Valley Rd 

Center Barnstead, NH. 03225 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 846 

Alton, NH. 03809 

Tel: 603-776-3561 

Owner: George Nelson 
Tel: 617-333-0275 

E-Mail: ggn356@comcast.net 

For more Club information visit the club website – www.TYP356ne.org 

 Owner: Richard MacKoul 
220 Worcester St - Rt 122 

North Grafton, MA 
       Shop: (508) 839-2324      

Foreign Car Repairs 
Paint and Collision Experts 
Used Car Inventory 
mackoulscars.com 

Owner: Jim Mallette 
Toll Free: (877) 218-2195 

Fax: (978) 777-9985 
Email: stuttgartne@comcast.net 

www.stuttgartnortheast.com 

Phone– 603-543-1006 

http://www.typ356ne.org/sponsors/index.htm#
http://www.typ356ne.org/sponsors/index.htm#
http://www.typ356ne.org/sponsors/index.htm#
http://www.mackoulscars.com/
http://www.typ356ne.org/sponsors/index.htm
mailto:stuttgartne@comcast.net
http://www.stuttgartnortheast.com/

